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Organisation for Economic Co-Operation

and Development

Global Science Forum
Rome Meeting — 9-10 October 2008

Improving the Dialogue with Society on
Scientific Issues

First results

Jean-Pierre Alix

GSF-Rome-octobre 2008
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Background and rationale

Government’s preoccupations :
- To optimise the interaction with the general public

concerning issues that have a sginificant scientific
component

- Why ? Number of issues increasing

- Examples : GMO, génétic testing, nano, nuclear waste,
science and religion, global warming, ---

- Number of public debates more or less organised in
different countries

- S0 an important difference appears, compared with
periods where discussion was limited to a few experts,
either for States or for industry : publics want to
express

October 2008 CNRS/Jean-Pierre ALIX




« Golden age » traditions

Transfer of knowledge to lay persons most of the time by

education = AIC(EFE ]

Unadequacy of understanding of public [ X[ |
Top down decisions [ fMI47> |

« Deficit model » [ RUIET) ]

One way communication [—AMIZ1=5—>3>]

BUt -+

October 2008 CNRS/Jean-Pierre ALIX




Limits of the model

Today'’s life of citizens is affected by science and technology in
a large numbre of areas

[ Rl A OEJ/AD RN ]

Scientific enterprise is no longer accepted as automatically
beneficial to society

[ BRI HAAD R FE ]

Need for a bidirectionnal dialogue, going beyond traditional
science education ?

[ RT3 BB FE DN E T |

October 2008 CNRS/Jean-Pierre ALIX
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New guestions

How to assess and identify the concerns of the public ?
[QEVEDREZDIEHEE ST |

Are they different from those of public’s elected
representatives ?

[FHEOFBEALDOFEEDE]

How can consultations be translated to actionable policy
decisions ?

[ public consultation &IERDER ]

October 2008 CNRS/Jean-Pierre ALIX
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2.51 Sir Robert May made this point clearly last year
iIn @ publication on GM crops: "There are real social
and environmental choices to be made. They are not
about safety as such, but about much larger questions
of what kind of a world we want to live in"[23].

In Select committee on Science and Technology Third Report
Science and Society, 2000
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Transmission of 2019-nCoV Infection
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Presumed Asymptomatic Carrier Transmission
Annals of Internal Medicine of COVID-19

Prevalence of Asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 Infection

A Narrative Review
Dol P. ©ran, AM, and frc J. Topol, MB. RESEARCH ARTICLE

CORONAVIRUS
Evidence Supporting Transmission : - :
of Severe Acute Respiratory Sul?s.tanhal undocumented infection
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 While facilitates the rapid dissemination of novel

Presymptomatic or Asymptomatic .o qnavirus (SARS-CoV-2)
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